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Signed: 



RESPONSE TO ELECTION/RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Election/Restriction Requirement mailed March 24, 2003, Applicants 
hereby elect Group I, (claims 1-26, 73, and 74), with traverse. In response to the first election of 
species requirement, Applicants hereby elects specie A: methods wherein mass spectrometer 
analysis is utilized. In response to the second election of species requirement, Applicants hereby 
elect "proteins" as the macromolecular type. 

The listing of all claims readable on these elected species includes claims 1-6, 8-26, 73 

and 74. Applicants note while claim 15 recites "size exclusion chromatography," the claim 

embraces methods in which mass spectrometer analysis is also utilized. Note claim 26, for 

example, which employs both size separation using chromatography and mass spectrometric 

analysis. 
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Applicants acknowledge that each of the four Groups identified by the Examiner may be 
classified separately. However, it is respectfully submitted that a complete search of the claims 
presented in Group I should subsume the classes identified for Groups III and IV, as well. Each 
of these groups includes claims directed to using mass information for fragments of a protein, 
which fragments were generated by imposing at least one distance constraint on the protein. 
This information is then used to computationally provide structural details of the protein. 
Therefore, it is respectfully submitted that it would not constitute an undue burden to search the 
claims of Groups I, III, and IV together, while imposing the election of species requirement. 

If any fees are due in connection with the filing this Response to Election/Restriction 
Requirement, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account 
500388 (Order No. UCSFP001). 
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